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God’s Mighty Work in You 
5/23/21 

Pentecost 
 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God, our Father, and our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

God’s Word comes to us this Pentecost Sunday from our Epistle lesson where we 
hear these words once again: “But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his 
voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this 
be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these people are not drunk, as 
you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what was uttered 
through the prophet Joel: “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will 
pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 
even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my 
Spirit, and they shall prophesy….  And it shall come to pass that everyone… who 
calls upon the name of the Lord.. shall be saved.’” (Acts 2:14-18, 21) This is the 
Word of the Lord 
 

The Easter season is now behind us. We have gone from Jesus’ triumphant 
victory over death on Resurrection Sunday… to His glorious Ascension into 
heaven 10 days ago. And now… Jesus makes good on the promise He made at 
His ascension to send the Holy Spirit… “but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 
 

Today – on Pentecost Sunday – we enter a new chapter in God’s story where He 
gives us His Holy Spirit to go beyond believing… to the ability to tell… to tell of 
what God has done through Jesus Christ. And it is the privilege of every Christian 
share and tell this Good News to others. 
 

The events we read about that first Pentecost from the Book of Acts seem far 
removed from anything we’ve ever experienced… and I have to say that I’m quite 
sure it is also NOT what the disciples who were gathered together that morning 
expected either. In Luke’s gospel - Jesus said He would clothe them – the 
disciples - from power on high. What did Jesus mean? And in today’s Gospel 
lesson Jesus said that he would send a Helper - the Spirit of truth - who proceeds 
from the Father? What’s that about? 
 

For many theologians and people, this event is seen as the birth of the Christian 
Church… it God’s purposeful intervention in our world. Indeed it caused quite a 
stir in Jerusalem… and if anything… Pentecost should shake us up too…. for it led 
Peter to quote Joel’s prophecy about the great and magnificent day of the Lord… 
His return. And so, in the great tradition of Luther we should ask… “What does this 
mean”…. for me? 
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Pente - Greek for 50 – and so… Pentecost is 50 days after Easter! Easter on the 
Jewish calendar is the Passover… and the Christian 7 Sundays of Easter coincide 
with the Jewish feast of weeks… which culminate in a celebration of the spring 
harvest, and… the giving of the Law. Rabbinic tradition says that this is the day 
when God spoke… but the people could not stand to hear His words and so they 
asked Moses to intervene. 
 

On that first Pentecost God spoke again to the people… but this time… there was 
no fire… and no smoke covering the top of a mountain… instead… there were – 
as we heard our Epistle lesson – “divided tongues - as of fire –“ resting on the 
disciples. And the whole house they were in… was filled with a sound from 
heaven like a mighty rushing wind. And so they were filled with the Holy Spirit… 
and thus… God spoke.  
 

This time, however it was His message of grace… of hope and forgiveness… 
spoken in every language… and for every person that was gathered in Jerusalem 
to commemorate that day… that day when God first spoke His Words of love - 
and of Law - to His people. People heard - in their very own language - about the 
“mighty works of God.” It grabbed their attention… they questioned… and they 
listened. 
 

And the message that was given was simple. This… this is God’s doing… He 
poured out the Holy Spirit on His people. And God’s plan was made clear through 
Jesus WHOM - as Peter put it in his first sermon - whom “you crucified and 
killed…” but “God raised Him up”… and provided witnesses to this fact. And so 
now…we can know for certain… that “God has made Him both Lord and Christ, 
this Jesus… whom you crucified.” 
 

Through the disciples the Spirit of God spoke and bore witness to His work. It is 
the Spirit who convicts you and me, beloved… convicts us of the wild nature of our 
sin - the truth…. for it was our sins, brothers and sisters… that took Jesus to the 
cross… He died… for me… He died… for you! It’s like an old joke about the 
pastor delivering one of his best fire and brimstone sermons, only to have his 
head elder poke his wife in the side and say, “Hey Gracie… he’s talking about 
you!” 
 

But the Holy Spirit didn’t let the crowd in Jerusalem off the hook that easy. 
Through the disciples’ witness… the Spirit brought people to receive God’s 
words… and it cut them to the heart – truth will do that!  - and so faith took root in 
their hearts. As someone once said, “Belief is what you hold onto; faith… is what 
takes hold… of you.” And you and I cannot repent of our sins – we cannot turn 
away from our sins without… faith. It is the Spirit’s work of faith that hopes - above 
all reason - that forgiveness - not punishment - awaits those who in faith turn to 
the Father. 
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It is the Spirit’s work that brings about a response that says, “I need to be 
baptized.” It is the Spirit’s work that that says, “I want to live out my Baptism.” It is 
the Spirit’s work that says “I need to bring my child to Baptism.” Friends… it is the 
Spirit’s promise… that in the waters of Baptism… forgiveness is ours… it is 
secured - sealed - along with His ongoing presence in our lives. He doesn’t just 
show up at our Baptism with the gift of faith and then leave us on our own. He 
remains with us. Helping us. Shaping us. Strengthening us.  
 
St. Peter preaches later in this chapter: “And you will receive the Holy Spirit”… not 
maybe…not if… not as some separate and euphoric event… but directly 
connected then… now… and always… to your Baptism…you will receive the Holy 
Spirit… “For the promise is for you - and - your children.” This is why in the 
Lutheran Church we baptize babies. To receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Baptism is that great leveler of our manmade playing field of ‘who is better than 
who’? Sin is not just something we do, brothers and sisters… it is who you and I 
are. The devil - with great craft - made sin our shameful inheritance. And Baptism 
acknowledges sin’s death grip on us regardless of age, gender, race, or social 
status. 
 
But Baptism also goes far beyond the acknowledgement of sin, death, and the 
power of the devil over us… Baptism says that by no work or worthiness of our 
own - God - in His mercy - for Jesus’ sake… forgives all our sins… breaks death’s 
grip on us… and brings us to newness of life - abundant life.. life eternal…in Him. 
God does it all! We do… nothing! 
 
In Baptism God pours out His Spirit on you and me, no matter who you are… no 
matter what you’ve done… no matter where you’ve come from. In Baptism we all 
put on the same clothes – we are all robed… in Christ’ righteousness. We all 
receive the same light - the Light of Christ - to bear witness… to what God has 
done… for us. We all receive the same promises… the same Spirit - sent by the 
Father and the Son -  who brings the power of God’s mighty work of forgiveness - 
the cross of Jesus Christ - into our lives. Jesus said the Spirit of truth will take all 
that is His - which is all that is the Father’s - and declare it… to you… making you 
a witness to God’s mighty work for you…and in you. 
 
This is your Pentecost. It marks the beginning of God’s mighty work in His 
people… in you and in me! As a baptized Christian the Spirit has come and works 
against all that is in our sinful nature… to make our bodies into His house.  
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And wherever the Gospel is spoken and heard… the Spirit is there working - God 
making Himself known - telling His love story - telling us we are His own - giving of 
Himself - giving us His Spirit that we may believe and have eternal life. What a 
wondrous and beautiful gift God has given us to share… and… the power to do it! 
 
That is why it is so important that we continue to preach the cross of Christ here at 
God’s church at SJN. That is why any impingement on our Freedoms is so vitally 
important. We must continue to share the Gospel… and not only here in church… 
but in God’s school at SJN. We must share the Gospel message with our 
students… for it is the power of God… for salvation… for all who believe.  
 
Teachers of SJN…. you have the honor… you have the privilege… to share this 
Good News with your students… every… school day! This message changes 
hearts! Maybe not tomorrow or the next day… but some day. Plant the seed… 
and let the Holy Spirit do the work! 
 
Friends…. please don’t limit today’s worship and celebration to singing happy 
birthday to the Christian Church… Instead… remember your Baptism  - your birth 
into God’s family of faith  - and what God has spoken to you… and how He 
continues to speak through you. You, beloved…  are alive in the Spirit.. to bear 
witness to God’s salvation… this… is God’s mighty work… in you!  God bless you 
and God strengthen you all… today and every day. This is the Word of the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 


